Plein Air Painting Tip Sheet!

Instructor:

Contact: Racquel@racquelkeller.com

Racquel Keller

www.racquelkeller.com

What is Plein Air?

“En plein air” is the French expression for “in the
open air.”

Making Art Outside

Made popular by the French Impressionists.
Capture the fleeting and ever-changing light
Freedom to leave the studio came about with
the invention of paint tubes and the box easel
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Picking Your Medium

How long do you have to paint?

Choose a medium and working size that works within
those limitations.
Possible mediums are

m  Dry: Pencil, Charcoal, and Pastels

m  Wet: Watercolor, Acrylic, and Oil Paints.
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Picking Your Spot

e  Location! Location! Location!
o  Startin the shady spots looking out into
the light
o  Look at the light. Does one spot make it
more interesting than another?
o  What catches your eye?
m Isitthe landscape?
m |s it something small like a
flower?

Place your canvas or drawing surface in the shade

Sketching It

e Do a quick pencil sketch of your subject
o  This will help you establish
m  The composition
m  Thevalues
m  Give you a reference
e  Look for
o  The range of lights and darks
o  Basic Shapes
m  Squares, Rectangles, Ovals,
Circles, and Triangles
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Painting

Drawing

Break Out Your Pencil or Paint

e If painting, start with a large brush and paint
with it for as long as you can
o  This helps you to look at shapes,
value, and color* rather than details
o  Switch to a slightly smaller brush when
you can no longer use the large brush.
m  Continue doing this until you
reach your finest tipped brush.

e  |f drawing, start with broad general shapes
and work your way to the smaller details
o  This forces you to look at shapes,
value, and color* and rather than
details

Enjoy!
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