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Week 2: 

● Share Homework
○ Value/Monochromatic painting

● Intro to Color Mixing
○ Setting up to Paint
○ Mixing to Grey
○ Paint Grey Scale Still Life



Setting Up to Paint 

● The set up shown is for a 
person who is right hand 
dominant.  If you are left 
handed, set it up in 
reverse.



Making Gray

Two Ways to Do It!

● To make gray, combine equal amounts of black and white to create a neutral gray. If you want a lighter or darker 
gray, vary the amounts of white or black in the mixture. 

OR

● Blend equal parts red, blue, and yellow to make a color called primary gray.



Color Wheel



Supplies
● 2 Pieces of Paper
● Pencil
● Brush
● Palette
● Palette knife
● Water
● Rag or Paper towel
● Paint

○ Lemon Yellow
○ Grumbacher Red
○ Ultramarine Blue



● Take 1 piece of paper
● Using a pencil, draw a 

circle with a diameter 
of approximately 3 
inches



● Divide the circle into 
three equal parts so 
that it looks like a 
mercedes symbol.



● Draw another smaller 
circle in the center of 
the larger circle.



On your palette, place one small dot of each of the following colors: 

● Lemon Yellow
● Grumbacher Red
● Ultramarine Blue

These dots should be about the size of your pinky nail.  



● Place one dab of red 
in the top left ⅓ of the 
circle and fill in the 
whole third

● Place one dab of 
yellow in the top right 
⅓ of the circle and fill 
in the whole third

● Place one dab of blue 
in the bottom ⅓ of the 
circle and fill in the 
whole third

Yellow

Blue

Red



● Get a 2nd piece of paper. This 
will be used to test your color 
mixing, so it can be scrap paper 
or the back of an old painting.

● On your mixing palette, place 
one dot of red, blue and yellow 
in a triangle
○ Clean brush between 

colors
○ Only one color on each 

point
○ Each dot should be 

approximately the same 
size

● Mix the three colors together in 
the center of the triangle.

Yellow

BlueRed



Yellow

BlueRed

● Paint a bit of the color on your test 
paper.

● What color does it look like?
● Does it look Grey?
● Do you need to make adjustments?

○ If it looks more blue, add a bit of 
red and yellow

○ If it looks more red, add a bit 
more blue and yellow

○ If it looks more yellow, add a bit 
more blue and red.

Tip: In the interest of not wasting 
paint, always begin adjusting with 
small amounts to avoid color mixing 
purgatory.



● Place your gray in the 
center circle.

Yellow

Blue

Red



Giorgio Morandi

Born:  July 20, 1890, Bologna, Italy

Died: June 18, 1964, Bologna, Italy

Education: Accademia di Belle Arti

Known for: Painting & Printmaking



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aT-CfpNCX0A










Drawing with Volume
Tip: Create a drawing using volume

Draw the volume using
repetitive ovals

Draw the edges of your 
object

Erase the repetitive ovals to 
reveal your object













Shading an object
Create a Value Sketch of 
the still life, set up in the 
middle of the room, in the 
style of Morandi.  Use 
Pencil or Charcoal.



Still Life
1958

Painting a Still Life
Paint our still life, using the value 
sketch that you did in class, in the 
style of Morandi (painting at right 
is just a reminder to keep it 
simple, stripping the objects in 
your painting of any detail.)

Using what you learned earlier, 
mix your greys from primary colors

● Lemon Yellow
● Grumbacher Red
● Ultramarine Blue



Experiments:

● Practice mixing your colors
● Grey Painting in the style of 

Morandi


